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Section I: Overview of the Children’s Trust 
Sri Lanka Children’s Trust: Who We Are  
The plight of Sri Lanka’s most needy children is desperate 
and urgent. They are the innocent victims not only of 
persistent ethnic conflict, poverty, alcoholism and violence 
directed against women and children, but also in many cases 
they were traumatized by losing family members, friends, 
home and belongings to natural disasters. 
The Tsunami of 26 December 2004 struck Sri Lanka with 
catastrophic consequences for families living on the east 
coast, drowning many thousands, especially women, 
children and the elderly. Many people in Sri Lanka and 
abroad rallied to the relief effort. 

The Sri Lanka Children’s Trust began as the Tsunami 
response of Patrick Harrigan, an American Sri Lanka 
specialist and long time resident of Sri Lanka, and C.T. 
Sachidanandam, a prominent Batticaloa attorney and retired 
civil servant. Several of Mr. Sachidanandam’s fellow 
attorneys and civil servants joined the effort, and through 
Patrick’s web site www.Anathi.org devoted to helping 
children’s homes of the east coast, many like-minded people 
from abroad have contributed financially and even come to 
Sri Lanka to serve as volunteers. 

The Sri Lanka Children’s Trust in 2006 was registered with 
the Ministry of Social Welfare as a national voluntary service 
organisation (issued Reg. No. L72701 in 2007). Today the 
Trust is a recognized not-for-profit NGO serving needy 
children in Batticaloa, Ampara, and Badulla districts, with its 
first projects of national scope due to be implemented in 2007. 

In 2006 our original relief work with children’s homes 
expanded to work directly with Tsunami-affected children in 
Pandiruppu (Kalmunai) and handicapped children in the 
central hill country. Projects now in the formative stages will 
help handicapped children in other districts and even nation 
wide. Working closely with local and national government 
officials, as well as donor agencies and individuals abroad, in 
a few short years the Sri Lanka Children’s Trust has earned 
the respect and confidence of the governmental and non-
governmental sectors alike.  

Our Aims and Objectives 
The Primary Objects of the Trust are to: 

(i) Provide assistance to children’s homes in terms of 
improving the children’s sanitation, health, education, 
and general welfare.  

(ii) Rehabilitate children affected by poverty, civil conflict, or 
natural disasters by establishing and maintaining 
programs in association with local self help and other 
societies. 

(iii) Provide assistance including technical and financial 
assistance for the weakest members of society, 
including the aged, women, and the handicapped, 
either individually or collectively.  

Ancillary Objects: 
(i) Establish funds or trusts and to receive donations, 

contributions and subscriptions towards pursuance of 
the primary objects of the trust; 

(ii) Act as paid consultants to other national and 
international organisations who wish to carry out 
charitable work in Sri Lanka.  

(iii) Seek external funding from Sri Lanka and abroad with 
the approval of the Government of Sri Lanka in 
support of the above mentioned objects. 

(iv) Engage volunteers from Sri Lanka and abroad in 
support of the above-mentioned objects. 

Present Strength of Human Resources  
Our unpaid volunteers include public servants, attorneys, 
doctors, and other professionals from Sri Lanka and abroad 
with long experience in education, medicine, community 
development, information technologies, accounting, media, 
and other fields. Membership is however not limited to an 
educated or social elite, as many of our volunteers are 
ordinary working people from rural backgrounds who share 
in the Trust’s commitment to help Sri Lanka’s needy children. 

2006-7 Office Bearers 
• President – M.K. Perinparaja 
• Vice President – V. Thadchanamoorthy 
• Secretary – S. Sundararaja 
• Joint Secretary/Executive Director – Patrick Harrigan 

• Treasurer – P. Balasundaram 
• Joint Treasurer – E. Somasundarum 

Board of Trustees: 
C. Punniyamoorthy...... former Batticaloa District Secretary 
M. Udayakumar ...........Municipal Commissioner of Batticaloa 
C.T. Sachidanandam......... Attorney at law 
M.K. Perinparaja................ Attorney at law 
V. Thadchanamoorthy ....... Attorney at law 
S. Sundararaja .................. Public Servant 
P. Balasundaram............... Attorney at law 
E. Somasundaram............. Attorney at law 
V. Gopalappillai ................. Public Servant 
U. Lebbe ........................... Sr. Child Care & Probation Officer 
S. Srikanthan .................... IT entrepreneur & social worker 

What does the Sri Lanka Children’s Trust do? 
Sri Lanka Children’s Trust volunteers work closely with 
community based organizations, children’s homes, and local 
government officials to identify children’s needs in terms of 
health, nutrition, sanitation, and education. They then design 
small programs directed towards these needs, sourcing and 
working with donor partners in other countries.  
Our volunteers typically bring specialized skills in computer 
applications, accounting, photography, healing arts, nutrition, 
etc. and/or have long experience in public relations, 
publishing, etc. that they apply to assist children’s homes 
and local organizations to source donor funding and become 
financially transparent and solvent.  
In addition to this central activity, the Trust also serves as a 
networking hub and logistics resource base for organisations 
that carry out social service on the East Coast. Our branch 
offices serve donors, often corporate or individuals, who do 
not have field offices in Sri Lanka.  
Our in-depth knowledge of the communities we serve 
enables us means we can easily identify compatible project-
concepts for donors, as well as project managers and 
contractors to organise project logistics. Our combined 
decades of experience of living and working in rural Sri 
Lanka, and the respect villagers have for us, give us a 
unique ability to bridge the cultural divide between 
international donors and local needs. 
By facilitating coordination between donors abroad and local 
organizations, we have helped to improve living conditions 
for many hundreds of children since the Tsunami. The Trust 
also serves as an oversight and administrative body for 
donors, ensuring that expenditure is carried out with 
transparency and accountability.
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Section II: Highlights of 2006 
2006 in Review: A Year of Growth and Transition 
The Sri Lanka Children’s Trust is a non-profit, non-political 
and non-sectarian national voluntary service organisation 
that was incorporated in late December 2005, accepting the 
project obligations of its predecessor the Anathi Project, 
which was not a registered organization but an ad hoc 
response to the Tsunami. The need to incorporate and 
register as an independent NGO became clear in 2005 after 
other unnamed local NGOs made determined efforts to gain 
control over Anathi Project volunteers, activities, and assets. 
Fortunately for the Trust, from the start it has been well 
endowed with friends and supporters, including experienced 
public servants and attorneys, beginning with its co-founder 
C.T. Sachidanandam. He very wisely framed the Trust’s 
legal Articles of Association and selected from among his 
associates a capable and dedicated Board of Trustees. They 
in turn contribute their time and expertise to establish the 
Trust on a firm legal and financial footing in support of 
Executive Director Patrick Harrigan, the Sri Lankan and 
foreign volunteers who serve with him, and the projects that 
they design and implement with Board approval.  
The SLCT Board of Trustees too has evolved to include 
more members from outside the legal profession. Notable 
among our Trustees who serve unpaid are retired senior civil 
servants (C.T. Sachidanandam and C. Punniyamoorthy, 
former Batticaloa District Secretary), and senior civil 
administrators (the Municipal Commissioner of Batticaloa 
and the senior Child Probation Officer for Ampara District) 
among others. The Board has also expanded to include 
trustees based in Colombo and the central hill country, in 
order to expand Trust activities to those areas as well. 
Even before incorporation, however, Trust volunteers had 
already established a successful track record conducting 
Tsunami relief activities including livelihood regeneration for 
fishermen, masons, and others, and infrastructure support 
for children’s homes throughout the East Coast. It was this 
work that attracted the Trust’s first partnerships with private 
organisations and individuals based in Canada, Germany, the 
UK, and the United States and which provide the Trust with 
the financial backbone to conduct its wide range of activities. 
Our Partners 
Foremost among these in terms of contribution have been the 
Knorr-Bremse Global Care Foundation of Germany, the City of 
Munich, Kiwanis EC&C Division 18 of Canada (together with 
its sister Kiwanis Club of Colombo City), and the Llanwrtyd 
Wells Tsunami Appeal of the UK. Smaller contributions have 
come from schools (Rudolf Diesel Realschule of Munich, 
Calhoun School of New York, etc.) and local societies 
(Columbiaville Organic Cooperative of Michigan, USA,). 
Some dedicated volunteers (like Dr. Nilufer Clubwala of 
USA, Suyin and Steve Karlsen of USA, Matt Morris and Sherin 
Brooke of the UK, and Gajalakshmi Param of Australia) have 
taken upon themselves as a personal mission to help Sri 
Lanka’s most needy children by raising funds among friends 
and associates at home in support of SLCT activities. 

Our Trust is indebted, most especially to the Knorr-Bremse 
Global Care Foundation of Germany, with whom we have 
had a long and mutually fruitful partnership since mid-2005, 
during which time we have served as K-B’s eye and ears on 
the ground, monitoring diverse projects including: 
• a life-saving heart operation for a young woman from a 

poor family in Palamunai; 
• reviving Karaitivu’s devastated fishing community by 

providing 21 modern fishing boats including nets & engines; 
• rebuilding the infrastructure of Bethel Arudpany Girls 

Home that had been struck by the Tsunami; and 
• constructing community centers in the Kalmunai area 

including notably our Visions of Hope Children’s Center. 
Knorr-Bremse Global Care could have stopped at this point 
without doing anything more. Out of appreciation for our 
Trust’s role in facilitating their projects successfully (thereby 
mitigating the need to send or hire K-B personnel to monitor 
projects), however, in 2006 they very generously donated ten 
thousand euros directly to support our Trust’s operational 
expenses of administration, transport, communications, etc.  
This grant was projected to last one year only, but by 
maintaining only a small staff of two or three unpaid 
volunteers and spending funds very frugally, we have 
managed to stretch this fixed grant to maintain the Trust 
through all of 2006 and most of 2007. Most of our project 
donations are too small to support the real costs of actually 
implementing these projects, and many include little or no 
provision to support the Trust’s real costs, including 
transport, phone, and maintenance of field volunteers.  
This operational grant from Knorr-Bremse alone has enabled 
the Trust to survive financially amid the spiralling cost of 
living in Sri Lanka (domestic hyper-inflation is currently 
nearly 20%) and yet maintain itself on an upward growth 
curve in terms of the scale and impact of its current projects. 
It is evident that the Trust must begin to levy administrative 
fees from donors and donor agencies in order to maintain 
itself. Most of our projects, however, operate on small, even 
miniscule, budgets such that a standard administrative fee of 
ten or fifteen percent would hardly cover more than a fraction 
of the actual cost of our involvement on a project from start 
to finish (some projects, like our Milk Cow Project, last years). 
Acquisition of a light vehicle donated by Knorr-Bremse 
Given the discrepancy between the Trust’s small budget and 
its need for volunteers—especially Executive Director Patrick 
Harrigan—to visit projects sites up and down the east coast, 
as well as in the hill country while also attending to Trust 
business with Government ministries in Colombo almost 
monthly, the importance of a Trust vehicle cannot be 
underestimated. And yet, since the Tsunami, volunteers had 
little alternative but to purchase or borrow small motorcycles 
to travel long distances over poor roads, often in unsafe 
driving conditions.  
When Patrick suffered a debilitating knee injury from a 
motorcycle accident in April 2006, the Board of Trustees 
unanimously decided to deter any further potential disaster to 
the Trust’s work that another motorcycle accident would 
entail, and resolved that the Trust should seek a donor who 
might provide a somewhat safer vehicle on four wheels.  
Initially our efforts to identify a donor or donors for this need 
resulted in disappointment, as we did not wish to bring our 
need directly to the attention of our principal partner, Knorr-
Bremse. When we did, however, their appreciation of the 
conditions our volunteers face daily, including the climate 
and road conditions in Sri Lanka, was such that they agreed 
at once to consider bearing a part of the cost of a new or 
second hand vehicle.  
Again, although Knorr-Bremse Global Care was under no 
obligation to extend any further assistance to the Children’s 
Trust, in the end it very generously paid for the entire cost of 
a new Indian-built Suzuki Maruti WagonR that was 
purchased, registered, and insured by its Colombo 
representatives Trade Promoters Limited in October 2006 in 
the name of the Sri Lanka Children’s Trust for a total cost of 
ca. Rs. 1,500,000 or 11,693 euros. Their only condition was 
that the Children’s Trust continue to support Knorr-Bremse 
activities on the east coast using the vehicle, and that the 
vehicle displays the Knorr-Bremse logo. 
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This outright gift of a light vehicle to the Trust has made a 
tremendous difference from our earlier reliance upon 
motorcycles and public transport. Apart from the enhanced 
personal safety to our volunteers, we can now travel in 
relative comfort by day or night regardless of tropical sun or 
sudden storms, while carrying passengers and/or light 
cargo—none of which is safe, healthy, or practical when 
travelling by motorbike.  
Within two months of delivery, moreover, the vehicle was 
twice used to transport foreign volunteers to hospitals for 
emergency treatment. Now we can transport passengers, 
office equipment, and books (as with The Asia Foundation 
book distribution project) routinely, safely and easily, such 
that we can radically reconfigure how we deploy our small 
staff and use our limited resources to the maximum effect.  
Visions of Hope Project 
Section III of this annual report provides details of every 
project undertaken by the Trust in 2006. But one project of 
the Trust overshadows all others undertaken to date in terms 
of size, complexity, and projected duration. The Visions of 
Hope Project was originally proposed to the Kiwanis Club of 
Colombo City by the Kiwanis EC&C Division 18 of Canada 
as a long-term commitment to help children affected by the 
Tsunami of 26 December 2004.  
The Project was making virtually no headway in terms of 
identifying a needy community and local partners, until 
August 2005 when KCCC approached Patrick Harrigan with 
the proposal. Thereafter the project sprang to life after 
identifying Pandiruppu (large village adjacent to Kalmunai) 
as a community with a large concentration of Tsunami 
affected children.  
With an accumulated project fund of CD$45,000, the Kiwanis 
Clubs wanted to build or purchase a building in Pandiruppu 
and operate it as a children’s center until the affected 
children become young adults. It soon became clear that the 
available sum was insufficient for the purpose. It was at this 
point that other project partners—including notably Knorr-
Bremse Global Care Foundation and the City of Munich—
stepped forward and joined as partners in a consortium. 
The Project then identified available land in the heart of the 
affected children’s neighbourhood and purchased it in 
January 2006 with Rs. 900,000 provided by Kiwanis EC&C 
Division 18. That same month, Knorr-Bremse Global Care 
contracted the Australian Federation for the Peoples of Asia & 
the Pacific (AFAP) to build a youth center upon the land. The 
construction was undertaken promptly, and the new Kiwanis 
Visions of Hope Children’s Center opened its doors on 26 
August 2006. Since November 2006, Kiwanis EC&C Division 
18 is also supporting the Center’s monthly costs of operation.  
The Sri Lanka Children’s Trust plays a central role in this 
long term project. We are responsible for its administration, 
accounts, and documentation, including reporting to project 
partners. So important and time-consuming is the Project 
that we recently shifted our registered Trust office from 
Batticaloa to Pandiruppu in March 2007 when Patrick 
Harrigan replaced Dinah Barton as resident Project Director, 
in order better to maintain a continuous presence nearby. 
For a more detailed account of the Visions of Hope Project 
and other projects undertaken by the Trust in 2006-7, see 
Section III of this annual report.   
Foreign Volunteers 
From its beginning, the Sri Lanka Children’s Trust has relied 
upon a few well qualified but unpaid full time volunteers, 
including Executive Director Patrick Harrigan, a trained Sri 
Lanka specialist who has been residing in Sri Lanka for most 
of the past two decades. The Trust lacks funds to hire well 
qualified Sri Lankans, who in any case would not care to 

work in the difficult conditions of the East Coast. But 
experience shows that successful project execution—
especially on the East Coast—requires the presence of 
diligent and experienced project administrators.  
During year 2005, in the months after the Tsunami, we 
accepted dozens of volunteers from abroad, typically for a 
month or two. But what we learned was that, with a few 
exceptions, these mostly young inexperienced volunteers 
from western countries were neither prepared for the social 
conditions of rural Sri Lanka nor did they have adequate 
practical experience to work productively alone or in a team.  
We still accept foreign volunteers, but our policy now is to 
accept only mature volunteers with a proven background in 
fields that our projects need, including administration, 
accounting, teaching English as a foreign language, 
computer, etc., and that too only when they are prepared to 
commit themselves to a period of service of several months 
to one year. A competent, motivated, and productive 
volunteer represents an important asset to the Trust, and we 
invest heavily in our volunteers in terms of our limited 
resources, even if the volunteers receive no salary (we 
provide their local style meals and accommodation only).  
National NGO registration & Visas for Volunteers 
The need for qualified administrators—when no qualified Sri 
Lankans are willing to work unpaid in remote areas—
underscores the key role of foreign volunteers. But new 
legislation introduced since the Tsunami now prohibits visitors 
from engaging in any work—even unpaid voluntary service—
unless they apply through official channels and obtain a 
resident visa with permission to engage in social work.  
Since Sri Lankan law stipulates that only voluntary service 
organisations recognized by the National NGO Secretariat 
may obtain resident visas and work permits for their foreign 
volunteers, the need to register our Trust as a national NGO 
became imperative and urgent in 2006. The process is not 
easy or simple, and is intended to weed out small 
organizations that cannot comply with a formidable and 
complex set of requirements, including recommendation by 
the ministries of Finance, Foreign Affairs, Defence, and 
Social Welfare only upon submission of detailed information 
and supporting letters of recommendation from donors and 
other government agencies, including local government 
secretariats and the Department of Probation & Child Care.   
It is a tribute to our Trust’s established track record, as well 
as the persistent efforts of our Executive Director, that we 
have finally been issued with national NGO status (reg. no. 
L72701) in 2007. This means that—at last—our Trust can 
recommend its volunteers for visas and work permits as 
registered social workers (which also explains why we can 
no longer accept volunteers lightly or for short periods).  
Security on the East Coast 
The Tsunami had an unexpected silver lining in that it drew 
attention away from the ethnic conflict and towards relief 
activities. But by January 2006, political and military tensions 
had again escalated to the extent that we decided it was no 
longer prudent for us to maintain volunteers in Batticaloa 
district. Even Pandiruppu in Ampara District had become 
tense, but there we continued to maintain a constant 
presence in support of the Visions of Hope Project.  
Fortunately, we had already determined that the village of 
Koslanda in Badulla District (in the central hill country) 
offered everything needed to establish there a branch office 
complete with broadband Internet in the local Nanasala or 
Rural Knowledge Center established jointly by the 
Information & Communications Technology Agency (ICTA) of 
Sri Lanka and a local family who, despite being 
handicapped, had taken initiatives both to promote IT among 
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rural youth and to assist other families of the handicapped 
throughout the hill country. So on 18 January 2006, we 
closed our Kallady office temporarily and shifted staff and 
equipment to Koslanda.  
Our intention in opening the branch in Badulla District was 
twofold. Primarily, we saw an urgent need to establish a safe 
haven for our work away from any potential open conflict on 
the east coast. In case of an outbreak of hostilities, the 
Koslanda facility is near enough to Pandiruppu to serve as a 
safe destination for our Pandiruppu staff and equipment.  
Moreover, Koslanda and surrounding Badulla District also 
offer a cool and refreshing climate, peaceful atmosphere free 
of the social tension that characterises conflict areas of the 
North and East, and lower costs of maintaining and office 
and our volunteers. Although the hill country was unaffected 
by the Tsunami obviously, nevertheless its population—
especially its children—suffer from dire poverty and privation 
to an extent not seen even in backwards areas of the east 
coast. And a budding partnership with the Sri Kanthan family 
has opened the opportunity for the Trust to work with them to 
relieve the severe poverty and isolation affecting 
handicapped children living in remote hill country villages. 
For details of the Trust’s work in Badulla District with families 
of handicapped children, see Section III. 
In terms of security, it is also noteworthy that a major 
operation by security forces in March-April 2007 has 
effectively cleared anti-government insurgents out of 
Batticaloa District, with a marked reduction in tensions and 
incidents throughout the east coast, although many 
thousands of displaced persons are now living as refugees.  
As of March 2007 however we had already decided to close 
our registered office in Batticaloa altogether and expand our 
presence in Pandiruppu where our Visions of Hope Project is 
based. There we have rented a small house that serves as 
the Trust office and residential quarters for volunteers 
including the Executive Director. The Trust in the course of 
2006-7 has thus consolidated its assets including human 
resources and is better positioned than ever to tackle its new 
role as a voluntary service organization serving all Sri Lanka. 
Relations with Dept of Probation & Child Care 
The close association of the Sri Lanka Children’s Trust with 
children, naturally and necessarily, has included a close 
working relationship with officials of the Department of 
Probation & Child Care. Our Visions of Hope Project for 
children in Pandiruppu, for instance, comes directly under 
the purview of the Department’s senior probation officer Mr. U. 
Lebbe, whose department office is quite near to our Center.  
Probation officers have authority over any society or 
institution that deals with children. Mr. Lebbe conducts visits 
to our Children’s Center from time to time, and has openly 
praised our VoH Project as a model voluntary project to 
rehabilitate Tsunami affected children.  
Mr. Lebbe has also, however, exercised his authority as 
Probation Officer in October 2006 to issue a ruling that for 
security reasons the Visions of Hope Children’s Center may 
not remain open daily until 8 pm as it had been until then, but 
must close before 7pm so children and teachers may all 
return home before nightfall. We accept this and any other 
ruling by the Department, and we are implementing it strictly. 
Their authority extends to every project of the Trust, but to 
date only the VoH Project is subject to this special ruling.  
It is also noteworthy that our foreign volunteers, including the 
Executive Director, are required to submit written evidence 
from their home country that they have no criminal record. 
This is doubly important when volunteers work with children. 
 

NGO taxation 
The Tsunami also resulted in other legislation affecting the 
way NGOs conduct business in Sri Lanka. The Department 
of Inland Revenue in August 2005 issued a gazette notice 
ordering all NGOs to register with them and to be prepared 
to pay a flat tax amounting to three per cent of gross 
revenue. Prior to this, non-profit organisations had not been 
subject to taxation since, by law, they generate no profits. 
This new regulation falls heavily upon small local NGOs like 
our Children’s Trust. Fortunately, there is provision in the law 
for NGOs that are engaged in relief work including Tsunami 
projects. Accordingly, we have complied with the law by 
registering with the Dept of Inland Revenue and we have 
expressed to them our intention to apply for remission of 
taxes based upon the relief nature of our project work. We 
are hopeful that the Department will accept our application 
and reduce or waive altogether our tax liability for year 2006. 
See Section IV Statement of Accounts for details of the 
Trust’s tax liability as calculated by our auditors.  
(End of Section II: Highlights of 2006-7) 

Thank You!  

The Sri Lanka Children’s Trust is grateful to our:  

Donor organizations:  
• Calhoun School of New York, USA 
• City of Munich, Germany 
• Cooperative Society of Colombiaville, MI, USA 
• Kiwanis Club of Colombo City  
• Kiwanis EC&C Division 18 of Canada  
• Knorr-Bremse Global Care Foundation  
• Llanwrtyd Wells Tsunami Appeal of the UK 
• Rudolf Diesel Realschule of Munich, Germany 

Donor individuals and their supporters:  
• Sherin Brooke of the UK 
• Matt Morris of the UK 
• Katherina Hess of Germany 
• Ms. Praemini of Germany 
• Dr. Nilufer Clubwala of USA  
• Suyin and Steve Karlsen of USA 
• Joanne Capano of USA 
• Gajalakshmi Param of Australia 

Partner Organisations  
• Hill Country Disability Group  
• The Asia Foundation  
• Information & Communications Technology Agency 

(ICTA) of Sri Lanka 
• National Livestock Development Board of Sri Lanka  
• Australian Federation for the Peoples of Asia and the 

Pacific (AFAP) 
• Homeopaths Without Borders of Germany 

Field Volunteers of 2006-7 (in chronological order) 
• Patrick Harrigan 
• Dinah Barton  
• K. Vinayagamoorthy 
• P. Sandanapillai 
• Rachel English 
• Ben de Vries 
• Dumindrini Ratnayake 
• Robert Harwood 

and the SLCT Board of Directors 
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Section III: Project Reports 
Project Work 2006-7 by district: 
1. Ampara District:  Visions of Hope Project, Pandiruppu 
2. Batticaloa District:  Hybrid Milk Cow Project 
3. Batticaloa District:  Assistance to Children’s Homes 
4. Badulla District: Empowering Hill Country Handicapped 
5. Badulla District: Eye Care & Eye Care Education 
6. Trinco District: Computer Literacy for Poor Children 

 

1. Ampara District 
Theme: Long-term helping hand for Tsunami 

affected children 
Project:  Kiwanis Visions of Hope Project 
Location: Kiwanis Children’s Center, Veemar Road, 

Pandiruppu-2, Ampara District 
Description: Build, maintain and operate a Children’s 
Center to provide long term supplemental education & 
nutrition daily to ~75 Tsunami affected children age 4-14. 
Donors:  

• Kiwanis EC&C Division 18 of Canada 
• Kiwanis Club of Colombo City 
• Knorr-Bremse Global Care Foundation of Germany 
• Llanwrtyd Wells Tsunami Appeal of the UK 
• City of Munich, Germany 
• Calhoun School of New York, USA 
• Suyin and Steve Karlsen of USA 
• Sherin Brooke of the UK 

Partners:  
• Australian Federation for the Peoples of Asia and 

the Pacific (AFAP) 
• Homeopaths Without Borders of Germany 

Duration: Nov 2005 until all the children reach maturity 
Project Benchmarks:  
February 2005: Kiwanis EC&C Division 18 of Canada 
contacts the Kiwanis Club of Colombo City requesting their 
support for a proposed Vision of Hope Project to help 
children affected by the Tsunami of 26 December 2004.  
August 2005: On behalf of Kiwanis EC&C Division 18 of 
Canada, Daya Ratnayake of Kiwanis Club of Colombo City 
approaches Patrick Harrigan seeking help to establish a home for 
Tsunami-affected children on the east coast. The coastal village 
of Pandiruppu is selected as a suitable community. Dinah 
Barton meets villagers who had already organized 
themselves into the Nava Shakti Welfare Organization, a 
women’s self-help group to rehabilitate 50+ neighbourhood 
children who had lost family members to the Tsunami. 
October 2005: NGO consortium formed consisting initially of 
SLCT, Kiwanis Club of Colombo City, and Kiwanis EC&C 
Division 18 of Canada who offer to sponsor purchase or 
construction of a new home for children in Pandiruppu and 
support its continuing costs of operation. Newly enacted 
legislation following the Tsunami, however, virtually prohibits 
the registration of new homes. So the consortium agrees 
instead to create a day center for the rehabilitation of local 
Tsunami affected children.  
November 2006: Dinah Barton arranges visit by the Mayor of 
the City of Munich, who pledges 10,000 euros to support the 

rehabilitation project for Tsunami affected children of 
Pandiruppu. Kiwanis Club of Colombo City presents initial 
grant to the VoH Project to repair a temporary facility. The 
Knorr Bremse Global Care Foundation of Germany expresses 
interest in funding the construction of the VoH Children’s 
Center and engages the Australian Foundation for Peoples of 
Asia and the Pacific (AFAP) as project contractor.  
January 2006: Purchase of land in Pandiruppu for the VoH 
Children’s Center. Kiwanis EC&C Division 18 representative Paul 
Jennings visits from Canada to meet the Visions of Hope Project 
children & volunteers, confirms EC&C Div. 18’s decision to 
support it as a long term project of Kiwanis EC&C Div. 18.  
March 2006: Classes in Sinhala language initiated so VoH 
children may learn Sinhala as well as Tamil & English, a vital 
step towards ethnic reconciliation. 
March-July 2006: Construction of the Children’s Center by 
AFAP. Children’s activities continue in the adjacent 
temporary facility.  
26 August 2006: Inauguration of the Kiwanis Visions of Hope 
Children’s Center  
September 2006: Broad changes in program instituted by 
Project Director Dinah Barton, emphasizing educational 
activities by qualified teachers, shifting dietary focus from 
rice & curry meals to fresh dairy, fruits & nuts, and especially 
emphasizing the role of training local staff to administer 
overall activities and maintain accounts. Enrolment climbs as 
parents who had withdrawn children earlier seek to have 
them readmitted.  
October 2006: Basic computer literacy classes started on 
weekends for ~30 older children at nearby Knorr-Bremse 
funded Community Center 
November 2006: Swimming classes started on weekends 
for VoH children at Knorr-Bremse funded Community 
Center’s swimming pool.  
January 2007: Pre-school program initiated for 15 children 
for three hours daily in order to better utilize the Center in the 
mornings when older children are attending school. 
Volunteers assist retired principal Mrs. Govindaswamy. 
April 2007: SLCT moves its administrative facility from 
Batticaloa to a rented house in Pandiruppu near to the VoH 
Project. Project Director Dinah Barton completes two years 
voluntary service, hands over VoH Project administration to 
local staff trained by her, and returns to the UK to resume 
homeopathic degree studies while remaining actively 
engaged via Internet.  
May 2007: Patrick Harrigan occupies SLCT’s Pandi House in 
order better to monitor the Project and provide administrative 
support (the house’s operating budget remains separate 
from that of the VoH Project).  
August 2007: Next 3-day training for young animators of 
‘Synergy Club’ providing counselling & play therapy for 
Tsunami-traumatized children.  
Observations: This is today the Trust’s flagship project, one 
that is frequently cited by Department of Probation & Child 
Care officials as a model project for the rehabilitation of 
children affected by conflict, poverty, and natural disaster. It 
is also a long-term undertaking intended to endure for years, 
until all the children pass out of school and become 
responsible young adults. It should be emphasized that this 
project is a collective undertaking of several partner 
organizations and many volunteers from Sri Lanka and 
abroad (particularly Dinah Barton of the UK, who continues 
to guide and sustain the Project’s activities), whose 
sustained participation is a sine qua non for the bright future 
of these children and to whom we are deeply thankful. 
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2. Batticaloa District 
Theme: Long-term support for children’s homes 
Project:  Hybrid Milk Cow Project 
Beneficiaries: five children’s homes in Batticaloa District: 

Home (no. of children) Location 
Manikkavasagar Boys’ Home (51) Santhively 
Yogaswami Hindu Girls’ Home (41) Sittandy 
Swami Natarajananda Boys’ Home (46) Sittandy 
Swami Vipulananda Boys’ Home (70) Palugamam 
Kanaga Thurkai Amman Girls’ Home (80) Palugamam 

Objective: Purchase, deliver, and oversee care of ten hybrid 
milk cows as sustainable sources of fresh dairy products for 
five rural children’s homes 

Project Donors:  
• Dr. Nilufer Clubwala of NY, USA 
• Carole Kahn of NY, USA 
• Beth Mindes of NY, USA 
• MOMS Club of Monroe, NY, USA 
• Robin Mallor for the Columbiaville Organic 

Cooperative of Michigan, USA  
• Kerstin Bartesch for Rudolf-Diesel Realschule of 

Munich, Germany 
• Katherina Hess of Munich, Germany 
• Ms. Praemini for a kindergarten in Berlin, Germany 
• Sherin Brooke of the UK 

Partners:   
• National Livestock Development Board  
• 5 children’s homes of Batticaloa District listed above 

Period: July 2005 until the heifers attain maturity and yield milk 
Rationale: Poor diet, even malnutrition, is only too common 
in children's homes, especially in rural Sri Lanka. These are 
children who hardly ever see fresh fruit (unless it grows on 
their premises) or dairy products, or even fresh vegetables 
except for a few days of each month. The solution that we 
have proposed is for donors (individuals, schools, societies, 
etc.) to sponsor the purchase of a cross hybrid Sahiwal-
Jersey milk cow (Sahiwal for disease resistance; Jersey for 
milk production) for donation to rural children’s homes. With 
just two high-yielding hybrid cows per home, children are 
assured a sustainable supply of daily fresh milk that growing 
bodies need. 
Project Benchmarks:  
Sept 2005: Patrick Harrigan meets officials of the NLDB in 
Colombo who agree to sell ten hybrid heifers to the project 
for free distribution to homes.  
Nov 2005: National elections and change of national 
government leads to change of personnel and policies at 
NLDB, resultant delays in the project. 
Sept 2005 to Feb 2006: donors in Germany, UK & USA step 
forward. 
May 2006: NLDB at last issues letter authorizing purchase of 
the ten hybrid Sahiwal-Jersey heifers  
June 3, 2006: Patrick and SLCT Treasurer P. Balasundaram 
visit NLDB farm in Polonnaruwa, purchase ten heifers 
selected for them by the farm manager, and hire a flat bed 
lorry to deliver two heifers each to five children’s homes in 
Batticaloa District. Each home administrator signs a 
memorandum of understanding assuring proper care and 
use of the cows.  
Sept-Nov 2006: Excess funds are released to homes for the 
construction of cow sheds with cement floors before the 
Northeast Monsoon season commences in late October..  

July 2006 to present: SLCT volunteers (usually including 
Patrick) visit the homes monthly to photograph the cows and 
ascertain cows’ health and the well being of the children. 
December 2006: One heifer dies from snake bite at Swami 
Natarajananda Boys’ Home, as certified by the local 
Livestock Development Officer. 
March-April 2007:  A major Sri Lanka Army military 
operation directed against insurgents in the interior of 
Batticaloa District affects many villages including 
Palugamam. All children are safely evacuated, but we have 
no reliable information on the safety of our four heifers. 
Observations: Except for one heifer that died of snakebite 
in December 2006, all the heifers are believed to be 
reasonably healthy, well sheltered, fed, and maintained, 
although conditions vary from home to home and from 
season to season (e.g. all grazing animals on the east coast 
tend to be lean during the long dry season). The monthly site 
visits have also ensure that SLCT volunteers meet the 
children and administrators of the homes frequently and 
remain informed of any changes affected the children or 
heifers alike. Note that our Trust would very much like to 
purchase more than ten hybrid cows, and would like to 
purchase healthy mature cows rather than yearling heifers, if 
and when the National Livestock Development Board will 
authorise the purchase of more animals  

Project: Bethel Arudpany Girls Home, Navatkudah 
Objective: Assist a Tsunami-struck children’s home to rebuild 
its infrastructure and achieve long-term financial solvency 
Location: Kavadkudah, five km south of Batticaloa 
Description: Provide technical, administrative, and financial 
support for a home for 30+ destitute girls that was partly 
destroyed by the Tsunami of 26 December 2004. Train 
administrators and residents to use English language and 
information technology to communicate directly with donor 
agencies and individuals abroad.  
Donors:  

• Presbyterian College of USA  
• Knorr-Bremse Global Care Foundation of Germany 
• Sherin Brooke and friends of the UK 

Partners:  
• Arche Nova Foundation of Dresden, Germany 
• City of Munich, Germany 

Project Benchmarks:  
September 2005: Presbyterian College of USA contributes 
$5500 to enable the Home to emerge from crushing debt to 
its bank and other creditors. 
October 2005: We approach the German NGO Arche Nova 
on behalf of Arudpany Girls Home and secure their financial 
& technical assistance to dig a new well, build toilets, and put 
up a boundary wall around the home. 
November 2005: Our volunteers direct a delegation from 
Munich including the Mayor to Arudpany Girls Home, 
resulting in further financial support for the Home. 
August 2005-January 2006: Sherin Brooke of the UK 
arranges further assistance to Arudpany Girls Home 
including donation of a poultry setup. 
January 2006 to July 2007: Knorr-Bremse Global Care 
donates ca. 15,000 euros in cash and durable items over an 
18-month period through SLCT. 
Remarks: Our volunteers and donors have been assisting this 
home since early 2005 and have played a central role in helping 
it to avert certain bankruptcy and dissolution, with potentially 
disastrous consequences for its destitute residents. Our long-
term objective is to train the residents in accountancy, English, 
and computer skills so that they can learn to manage their 
finances better and present their story directly to donors. 
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Seven other Batticaloa District Homes we support: 
1. Manikkavasagar Boys Home, Santhively 
The students and teachers of Rudolf Diesel Realschule of 
Munich, Germany, first supported this home by sponsoring 
the donation of a hybrid milk cow, and have continued since 
2005 to raise and send funds, most recently to support the 
distribution of 450 textbooks through The Asia Foundation to 
this home and 6 other children’s institutions in February 2007.  
2. Yogaswami Hindu Girls’ Home, Sittandy  
Dr. Nilufer Clubwala of New York City since 2005 has been 
raising funds in the USA and, in association with Hinduism 
Today magazine, has successfully established a Yogaswami 
Hindu Girls Home Endowment Fund. Through her fund raising 
efforts, Dr. Clubwala has supported the construction of long 
needed attached bathroom complex for the Home as well as a 
new well, kitchen needs, and personal needs for the Home’s 
42 children, as well as the donation of four hybrid milk cows. 
Our volunteers monitor progress with monthly site visits.   

3. Swami Natarajananda Boys’ Home, Sittandy  
This home under the experienced direction of Mr. Devaraj 
has struggled for years to provide its 46 boys with decent 
nutrition, health, and education without state funds or 
external donors. Our Trust has helped through our 
volunteers who visit, assess priorities, and arrange for small 
donations for specific needs since 2005. Recently the Sri 
Lanka-Ireland Friendship Society helped to build a new two-
story residential facility for this home. In 2006 we donated two 
hybrid milk cows and continue to visit the home monthly to 
assist the home when and as our project funds permit.  
4. Yogaswami Nalvar Illam, Chenkalady  
The Sivathondan Ashram of Chenkalady, which accepted a 
number of orphaned boys after the Tsunami, intends to 
create a Gurukulam for boys at its 3-acre facility in Sittandy. 
With help from our Trust, Mr. Dharmalingam Siddhan of 
Australia has established the Yogaswami Nalvar Illam 
Endowment Fund. The Endowment Fund, like that of 
Yogaswami Hindu Girls’ Home of Sittandy, may raise funds to 
refurbish the Sittandy facility and provide for the Gurukulam’s 
recurring monthly expenses. The Sivathondan Ashram would 
like to establish a Gurukulam for perhaps twenty boys.  

5. Kanaga Thurkai Amman Girls’ Home, Chettipalayam 
This home for 80 girls has long been overcrowded, even 
more so in the wake of a major military operation in April-
May 2007 that forced administrators of the Girls’ Home in 
nearby Palugamam to evacuate its 70 girls, many of whom 
are now temporarily staying in the Chettipalayam Home. Our 
Trust since 2005 has regularly sent volunteers and has 
donated personal items to all the girls. Most recently in Feb 
2007 we donated 56 English textbooks.  

6. Swami Vipulananda Boys’ Home, Palugamam 
In 2005 we identified this home for 70 boys in rural 
Palugamam as suitable for encouraging dairy production 
(since in Tamil culture boys, not girls, may herd grazing 
animals) and accordingly four of the ten hybrid milk cows are 
kept at this home. In September 2005 we released Rs 
25,000 to start building a shed for the cows, but soon 
thereafter new security regulations prohibited the transport of 
building materials to Palugamam, causing a freeze on 
construction. The cows have flourished, but in March-April 
2007 a major military operation in the area forced the 
evacuation of Palugamam residents to refugee camps in 
coastal areas. We are yet uncertain about the cows’ fate. 

7. Kanaga Thurkai Amman Girls’ Home, Palugamam 
This home for 80 girls too has long been overcrowded. Since 
2005 we have often helped this home through women 

volunteers who visit and often stay at the Home to determine 
its needs and to help in various ways to improve conditions 
of hygiene, nutrition, and education especially. Two hybrid 
heifers for this Home are being tended by boys at the nearby 
Boys’ Home (see above). The girls have all been evacuated to 
coastal areas since March 2007. 

Project:  Asia Foundation books for children 
Objective: Provide high quality text books to children’s 
homes, schools, and projects to encourage books reading 
and English among children, teachers, and volunteers 
working with children in remote and impoverished areas. 
Location: Five children’s homes of Batticaloa District; Visions 
of Hope Children’s Center of Pandiruppu, Ampara District; and 
children’s institutions in Badulla District.  
Description: The Asia Foundation’s ‘Books for Asia’ 
program sends textbook publishers’ ‘extras’ to Sri Lanka by 
the sea container for distribution to libraries, but no 
distribution mechanism exists to benefit institutions in remote 
areas far from Colombo. In this partnership of The Asia 
Foundation and the Sri Lanka Children’s Trust, donors 
sponsor the distribution of reference books and children’s 
textbooks to children’s institutions served by the Trust. 
Donors:  Rudolf Diesel Realschule of Munich, Germany 
Partners: The Asia Foundation of USA 
Benchmarks: February 2007: Patrick Harrigan selects 
450 textbooks from The Asia Foundation in Colombo. The 
books are distributed in equal batches of 56 books to five 
children’s homes of Batticaloa district, and to Nava Shakti 
Educational Center Pandiruppu and Meerabedda Tamil 
Vidyalayam of Koslanda, and other reference books for Trust 
volunteer use. 
Remarks: Students and teachers of Rudolf Diesel 
Realschule of Munich raised 210 euros (ca. Rs 30,000) to 
help needy children of the east coast. It was decided to use 
the funds to acquire and distribute books from The Asia 
Foundation.  

3. Badulla District 
Theme:  Empowering Hill Country Handicapped 

Project :  Hill Country Disability Group 
Objective: Establish and assist a Hill Country organization 
operated by and for the handicapped 
Location: Based in Koslanda, Badulla District, with a 
mandate to serve the entire hill country of central Sri Lanka 
Description: Provide technical and logistical support to 
families of the handicapped living in remote hill areas so they 
can organize themselves into a mutual support network; 
liaise nationally and internationally with partner individuals & 
agencies to facilitate material and technical assistance. 
Donors:  Joanne Capano of USA 
Partners:  

• Hill Country Disability Group 
• National Secretariat for Persons with Disabilities 

Project Benchmarks:  
April 2006: Work initiated by Sri Kanthan family of Koslanda; 
SLCT agrees to act as parent organization to the Hill Country 
Disability Group 
2006: SLCT volunteers visit the handicapped to document 
conditions. 
Feb 2007: 1st board meeting of the Hill Country Disability Group 
May 2007: Sri Kanthan and Patrick Harrigan meet with the 
Director of the National Secretariat for Persons with 
Disabilities, agree to carry out joint projects. 
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Project:  Sponsor a Handicapped Child scheme 
Objective: Identify needy families of handicapped 
children living in remote areas of the hill country; match them 
with sponsor families, societies, or individuals abroad who 
wish to give that child a better chance in life, design and 
oversee individual schemes to bring lasting change to the 
lives of handicapped children and their families.  
Location: Presently spanning only Haldummulla 
Division of Badulla District 
Description: Liaise between donors, needy families of 
the handicapped, and the Ministry of Social Services to 
facilitate and report on customised sponsorship schemes to 
improve children’s health, education and general welfare. 
Donors: Suyin and Steve Karlsen of USA 
Partners:  

• Hill Country Disability Group 
• Ministry of Social Welfare, Haldummulla Division  
• National Secretariat for Persons with Disabilities 

Period: Launched in January 2007, as long as sponsors will 
to help the children 
Project Benchmarks:  
January 2007: Suyin & Steve Karlsen of USA learn the plight 
of 11-year old Eresha Dharmapala, whose disability forced 
her to stop attending school two years ago, offering to pay 
for a qualified tutor to visit Eresha daily so she can continue 
her education.  
February-March 2007: SLCT & Hill Country Disability Group 
volunteers liaise with local officials to create an official and 
legal arrangement whereby Ministry of Social Welfare 
officials and SLCT volunteers jointly set up and monitor a 
pilot scheme for Eresha’s education at home.  
April 2007: Eresha’s new teacher Dilhani Wijeyatunga, an 
educated but unemployed young widow, begins visiting 
Eresha regularly under the program.  
May 2007: Eresha’s regular course work scheduled to 
resume. Purchase of furnishings and study materials.  
Remarks: This scheme has had to make slow painful 
progress through a local bureaucracy that is unaccustomed 
and often resistant to innovation. Considering the utter lack 
of resources publicly available, a project like Eresha’s could 
only succeed with the backing of a committed donor like the 
Karlsen family.  Once set up and running, however, this 
scheme could serve as a model and precedent for other 
instances of foreign-sponsored home schooling for 
handicapped children in the hill country.  

Project: CDMA Telecom Livelihood Scheme 
Objective: Empower hill country handicapped families by 
setting up a small scale self-sustaining communications 
network to promote group communications among the 
disabled and enable the handicapped to be self employed 
telecom entrepreneurs serving their isolated communities by 
providing them (or their families in cases of severe disability) 
with CDMA digital wireless phones.   

Description: Identify families of the handicapped who need 
wheelchairs and facilitate wheelchair donations, at first 
individually and by late 2007 import four sea containers of 
wheelchairs provided by the Wheelchair Foundation of USA.  

Location: Initially in Haldummulla Division of Badulla District 
Rationale: Handicapped people living in hill areas suffer 
two-fold deprivation: both from social-geographical isolation 
and from lack of livelihood opportunities. CDMA fixed 
wireless phones are inexpensive and work well in isolated 
rural communities that lack fixed line connections. Families 
of the handicapped, provided with subsidized Lanka Bell 
CDMA phones, can serve remote communities as the local 
telecom facility, generating a modest income meeting the 
cost of their own calls so they can break their isolation 
through a self-sustaining phone network transforming widely 
scattered handicapped families into a 21st Century ICT-

linked and empowered self-help society. 
Description: Handicapped youths can become young 
entrepreneurs operating a small public telecom service out of 
their homes using affordable CDMA phones. Family 
members may also be trained so responsibilities may be 
shared. Isolated hill communities (like tea estates) that have 
no fixed line phone service will have convenient telecom 
service at inexpensive fixed line rates. Project rapidly 
deploys a self sustaining phone network for the handicapped 
who can easily contact one another, promoting group 
communications among the disabled, lifting the veil of 
isolation to give the handicapped members broader mental 
horizons, and promoting a sense of full citizenship in their 
community and in the world. Members' social status can 
change overnight from being information deprived 
community liabilities to being self employed telecom 
proprietors serving isolated communities by providing 
affordable telecom facilities. The phones also support text 
messaging, conference calls, Internet access at 230 kbps, 
and other digital features. 

Donor:  
• National Secretariat for Persons with Disabilities (NSPD) 

Partners:  
• Lanka Bell (Pvt.) Ltd. 
• Hill Country Disability Group  

Period: Pilot project networks twelve families in Badulla 
District in calendar year 2007 

Project Benchmarks:   
April 2006: first formulation of project concept presented to 
ICTA 
May 2007: Director, National Secretariat for Persons with 
Disabilities, pledges NSPD support.  
June 2007: Submit updated proposal to Director/NSPD and 
Lanka Bell Pvt. Ltd. 
Aug-Sept 2007: Deploy first 10-12 phones to selected 
handicapped families in Badulla District; train them to use 
phone and keep accounts; network the families using phones 
for conference calls, etc.   
Remarks: This project has been waiting for ICTA funding for 
one year, so we have also approaching the Director/NSPD 
who has pledged to support the project. The project is 
simple, scalable, and involves only small inputs since the 
CDMA phones themselves are cheap. Ironically, its 
exceptionally small budget caused it to be ruled out for 
funding by the ICTA. This can be rectified soon. 

Project:  National Wheelchair Project 
Objective: Address the island’s urgent need for wheelchairs 
for the handicapped, especially those disabled by landmines 
in the country’s North and East. 
Location: Island wide over the course of the coming year 

Donors:  
• Wheelchair Foundation of USA 
• Kiwanis Club of Colombo City 
• Rotary Club of Colombo East 
• Daya Ratnayake and friends 

Partners:  
• National Secretariat for Persons with Disabilities 
• Hill Country Disability Group 

Period: Initiated in November 2006; completion by mid-2008. 
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Project Benchmarks:  
November 2006: Patrick Harrigan and Dumindrini 
Ratnayake identify handicapped children of Haldummulla 
Division in need of wheelchairs. 
January 2007: Patrick approaches the Wheelchair 
Foundation of USA and makes initial enquiry about feasibility 
of distribution in Sri Lanka. 
February 2007: Patrick addresses the Rotary Club of 
Colombo East and proposes their participation as 
coordinators for Rotary Club international fund raising 
activities for a national Wheelchair Project. 
May 2007: Patrick meets the Director of the National 
Secretariat for Persons with Disabilities, secures his 
Ministry’s endorsement and participation. Kiwanis Club of 
Colombo City past President Daya Ratnayake pledges the 
KCCC’s support and secures Rotary Club of Colombo East 
agreement to implement a proposal to import four sea 
containers totalling 1,120 wheelchairs subsidized by the 
Wheelchair Foundation for island wide distribution to the needy.  
Remarks: The SLCT has been remarkably successful in 
facilitating its first island wide project, but at this early stage 
its exact role in the project remains undefined. We have 
observed however that often wheelchairs are unsuited to the 
Hill Country where road and path surfaces are poor and 
often too steep for wheelchairs, limiting their use to 
immediate residential premises. We will continue to play a 
facilitating (but not financial) role in the national Wheelchair 
Project, while also exploring alternative solutions for 
handicapped children of the Hill Country. 

Project: Eye Care and Eye Care Education 
Location: Badulla and Kegalle Districts 
Description: Study the feasibility of a pilot project to provide 
comprehensive eye care in rural areas, especially among 
plantation families; facilitate the registration the undertaking 
as a national NGO; and help the NGO to set itself up and run 
successfully over a three year funding period. 
Donor: International Center for Eyecare Education (ICEE) 
of Sydney, Australia 
Partner: Sri Lanka Ministry of Healthcare & Nutrition 
Period: Initiated in August 2006; projected to open Sri 
Lanka offices in early 2008 
Project Benchmarks:  
August 2006: Patrick Harrigan asked to assist ICEE, 
provides basic data on rural eye care in Sri Lanka. 
February 2007: Patrick meets Minister of Healthcare & 
Nutrition Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva, outlines project 
parameters and secures the Ministry’s endorsement. 
March 2007: Minister of Healthcare & Nutrition visits 
Sydney, meets with ICEE officials, and agrees to a formal 
Memorandum of Understanding. 
April 2007: Mr. N. Anantakrishnan of ICEE visits Sri Lanka 
for three weeks, visits Badulla sites with Patrick and obtains 
the formal recommendation of the Ministry of Finance & 
Planning’s Center for Non Governmental Sector (CNGS), an 
essential step for national registration. 
August 2007: Mr. Anantakrishnan returns to set up ICEE, 
appoint administrators, finalise project offices & staffs. 
January 2008: Vision Centers to be launched  in two districts.  
Remarks: The ICEE project has ample external funding and, if 
successful, can provide lasting benefits to thousands of adults 
and children living in rural areas where eye care is poor or non-
existent, including free eye examinations, subsidized eye 
glasses, cataract operating theatres, mobile eye clinics, and eye 
care education programs in schools. SLCT role to date is one of 
local facilitation only, but could expand to include monitoring, 
reporting, and administration.  

4. Trincomalee District 
Project: Basic Computer Literacy for Poor Children 
Locations:  

• Rural Knowledge Center, Harbor Road, Trincomalee 
• Brothers of Charity Community Center, Pandiruppu-2 
• Rural Knowledge Center, Koslanda, Badulla district 

Description: Provide fully subsidized courses in introductory 
computer to children of poor families through community-
based organisations that promote IT. 
Donor: Matt Morris on behalf of individual donors in the UK 
Partners: Three community learning centers listed above 
Period: Launched in September 2006 as a pilot project in 
Trincomalee; projects in Pandiruppu and Koslanda may 
continue with donors’ financial support. 
Benchmarks: Pilot project for ten children in Trincomalee 
was launched but could not be sustained by remote 
administration. Subsequent projects administered in 
Pandiruppu (27 children and teachers) and Koslanda (40 
poor children age 7-14) have been successful but will require 
funding to continue through 2007.  
Remarks: Failure of the pilot project in Trincomalee 
demonstrated the need for close monitoring and highlighted 
the pitfalls of launching projects that are too far away from 
our project bases in Ampara and Badulla districts. No further 
project work is planned for Trincomalee District until we can 
begin to provide administrative supervision of projects there. 
The project concept however is proving successful and 
viable in communities like Pandiruppu and Koslanda where 
we have resident administrators in place to monitor activities.  
 

 
Children like Eresha Dharmapala (foreground) enjoy a 
fresh chance in life with support from Sri Lanka 
Children’s Trust donors and volunteers. 



Sri Lanka Children's Trust
Annual Report for 2006-2007

Statement of Accounts for Calendar Year 2006
SRI LANKA CHILDREN TRUST

STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS FOR THE PERIOD ENDED IN

31ST DECEMBER, 2006

NOTE THIS
YEAR

 Rs.
RECEIPTS:
Donation 2 11,520,373.47  
Other Income 3 15,314.97         

11,535,688.44  

LESS: PAYMENTS:
Project Expenses 4 2,487,920.60    
Administrative Expenses 5 1,316,172.23    
Finance Expenses 6 7,860.55           

(3,811,953.38)   
NET SURPLUS / (DEFICIT) BEFORE TAXATION 7,723,735.06    
Less: Taxation (103,943.00)      

 
NET SURPLUS / (DEFICIT) AFTER TAXATION 7,619,792.06    

shd/gp.
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Statement of Accounts for Calendar Year 2006
SRI LANKA CHILDREN TRUST

BALANCE SHEET AS AT

31ST DECEMBER,  2006

NOTE THIS
ASSETS: YEAR
Non Current Assets: Rs.
Property, Plant & Equipment 7 5,589,223.80   
Fixed Deposits 1,800,000.00   

7,389,223.80   

Current Assets:
Savings Account - Bank of Ceylon 5060360 5,314.97          
Loan Account Mr K. Vinayagamoorthy 100,000.00      
Cash at Bank- Bank of Ceylon 282,482.54      

387,797.51      

TOTAL ASSETS 7,777,021.31   

EQUITY AND LIABILITIES:
Accumulated Fund:
Net Surplus/ (Deficit) for the year 7,619,792.06   

7,619,792.06   

Current Liabilities
Accrued charges 8 111,693.00      
Mr Patrick Harrigan 45,536.25        

157,229.25      

TOTAL EQUITY AND LIABILITIES 7,777,021.31   

We certify that the above Statement of Receipts and Payments for the year ended in 
31st December, 2006 and Balance Sheet as at 31st December, 2006  together with  Notes 1 - 8
were prepared from the books of accounts and from information and explanations received by us.

S. B. Rodrigues & Co.,
Chartered Accountants.

shd/gp.
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Statement of Accounts for Calendar Year 2006
NOTE  1

The Sri Lanka Children's Trust is a Non-Governmental Organisation registered on 03.03.2006 
Registered No. BT/BVSS/2006/05 at the District  Secretariat, Batticaloa. Having its Registered Office 
at 38/1, Thiruchendoor Road, Kallady, Batticaloa.

NOTE  2 THIS
YEAR

DONATION: Rs.
Donor pool funds remaining from 2005             100,000.00 
Matt Morris of UK               30,000.00 
Knorr-Bremse Global Care Foundation, Germany             610,752.50 
Katherina Hess of Germany               41,690.42 
Kerstin Bartesch of Germany               39,308.12 
Nilufer Clubwala of USA               83,051.93 
Nilufer Clubwala of USA               25,000.00 
Kiwanis EE&C Div 18 of Canada thru Kiwanis Colombo             100,000.00 
Knorr-Bremse Global Care Foundation, Germany             612,450.00 
Llanwrtyd Wells Tsunami Appeal, Wales, UK             437,882.50 
Sherin Brooke of UK             145,632.00 
City of Munich         1,317,900.00 
Knorr-Bremse Global Care Foundation         1,290,400.00 
Nilufer Clubwala of USA               50,000.00 
Kiwanis EE&C Div 18 of Canada thru Kiwanis Colombo             265,224.00 
Joanne Capano of USA               55,000.00 
Knorr-Bremse Global Care Foundation of Germany         1,450,000.00 
Knorr-Bremse Global Care Foundation of Germany         3,966,082.00 
Kiwanis EE&c Div 18 of Canada tr\hru Kiwanis Colombo             900,000.00 

11,520,373.47      

NOTE  3

OTHER INCOME:
Savings Interest 15,314.97             

15,314.97             

NOTE  4

PROJECT EXPENSES:
Project A1 Arudpany Girls Home 983,747.50           
Project A2 Siyva Thondor Nilayam 30,000.00             
Project A3 Milk Cow Project 197,580.00           
Project A4 Yogaswamy Girls Home 53,450.00             
Project B1 Navashakthi, Pandiruppu 1,145,273.10        
Project B2 Synergy (Trinco, Nanasala Project) 45,115.00             
Project B3 Koslanda Volunteer House 10,755.00             
Project C1 JAB Silva 22,000.00             

2487921
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Sri Lanka Children's Trust
Annual Report for 2006-2007

Statement of Accounts for Calendar Year 2006

  

NOTE  5 THIS
YEAR

ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES: Rs.
Salaries 85,000.00       
Food & Accommodation 80,459.50       
Printing, Postage & Stationery 43,142.00       
Office repairs & maintenance 35,568.00       
Equipment repairs & maintenance 19,140.00       
Travelling & Transport 49,731.47       
Telephone & call charges 96,683.00       
Electricity charges 2,001.56         
Rent 55,000.00       
Medical expenses 50,013.50       
Miscellaneous expenses 11,931.00       
Photographic 9,894.00         
Depreciation 769,858.20     
Audit fees 7,750.00         

1,316,172.23  
NOTE  6

FINANCE COST:
Bank charges 7,860.55         

7,860.55         

NOTE  7 Balance Depreciation Aggregated Balance
as at charge for the provision for as at

1.1.2006 year Depreciation 31.12.2006
PROPERTY, PLANT & EQUIPMENT: Rs. % Rs. Rs. Rs.
Land 900,000.00     -                  -                  900,000.00     
Building 3,966,082.00  10% 396,608.20     396,608.20     3,569,473.80  
Furniture 24,600.00       25% 6,150.00         6,150.00         18,450.00       
Telephone system 18,400.00       25% 4,600.00         4,600.00         13,800.00       
Vehicle Car KC 9338 1,450,000.00  25% 362,500.00     362,500.00     1,087,500.00

6,359,082.00  769,858.20     769,858.20     5,589,223.80  

NOTE  8

ACCRUED EXPENSES:
Income Tax 103,943.00     
Audit fees 7,750.00         

111,693.00     

shd/gp.
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Sri Lanka Children's Trust
Annual Report for 2006-2007

Statement of Accounts for Calendar Year 2006

SRI LANKA CHILDREN TRUST
FILE NO. 17/158
YEAR OF ASSESSMENT 2005/2006
COMPUTATION OF TAX LIABILITY

Rs.
Total contribution for the year 11,520,373 

TAXABLE CONTRIBUTION 11,520,373 3% 345,611      

Tax  payable 345,611      30% 103,683    SRL  payable 0.25% 259         
103,683    259         

Total tax payable 103,943    

Note:
Income Tax has been calculated as per Inland Revenue Act No. 38 of 2000 as amended by 
Section 96 A of Act No.8 of 2005.

S. B. Rodrigues & Co.,
Chartered Accountants.

shd/gp.
28.5.2007.
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Organizational Chart 
 

Sri Lanka Children’s Trust 
Current as of 31 May 2007 

  Board of Trustees 

Board of Advisors Secretary 
Patrick Harrigan Sub-Committees 

Executive Director 
Patrick Harrigan 

Pandiruppu House 
Pandiruppu 

House Manager 
Mrs. P. Sandanapillai

Visions of Hope Project 
Pandiruppu

Koslanda office 
Koslanda

Project Manager 
K. Vinayagamoorthy

Database Administrator 
Robert Harwood

Project Employees 

Staff Supervisor 
Sinhala teacher 
English teacher 
Math teacher 

Scholarship teacher 
Grade 7,8,9 teacher 
Grade 7,8,9 teacher 

Grade 5 teacher 
Primary Teacher 

Accountant 
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